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Technical Tips
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Audio is broadcast through 
computer speakers

Download resources in the File 
Share pod (above the slides)

If you experience audio issues, 
dial (866) 835-7973 and mute 
computer speakers

Use the Q & A (bottom left) to 
ask questions at any time

You are muted This session is being recorded



Speakers
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• 22 million people employed in an agriculture-
related field

• 2 million farms in the U.S.

• 893,000 children/youth live on farms

• More than half of these work on farms (51%)

• An additional 265,600 youth are hired to work on 
farms

• Over 23 million youth visit farms

The Numbers on Children and Agriculture



Keep in Mind:
The rural environment and the agricultural 

environment are not always the same

However
Many of the risks and hazards are the same 

And
So are many of the resulting injuries and deaths

Rural vs. Agriculture



Benefits
Perceived benefits of raising children in rural areas
• Lots of room for kids to play

• Instills a passion, love and respect for land

• Lifelong friendships with other farm kids

• Work/bond with family

• Teaches about the life/death cycle

• Builds character

• Instills a good work ethic

• Teaches responsibility

• Better health

• Have the best pets



Challenges/Risks
Challenges/risks of raising children in rural areas

• Child care

• Instilling a love for farming – safely

• Keeping friends/visitors safe 

• Creating fun

• Isolation

• Keeping family in harmony 

• Injury/death



Injury Concerns:  
• Injuries often more traumatic than other childhood 

injuries, e.g. sports  

• Long-term disabilities impact youth plus entire farm 
enterprise 

• Psychological impacts – victim, responsible adult 

• Economic impacts – cost of care, loss of labor (youth or 
parent caring for youth)

• Limited impact of child labor regulations 

Challenges/Risks



Parental Perceptions

 Many parents don’t see farm as dangerous1

 “it happens to someone else”

 Parents perceive safety as “obvious”2

 Distrust information from safety 
professionals3,4

 Negative response to those they see as 
arrogant and condescending 3,4

Image source: www.pdhpe.net

http://www.pdhpe.net/


The Problem



A Note About the Numbers

Numbers may be under-reported 

• No central database for child ag injuries/fatalities

• Few mandatory reporting requirements

• Data “pieced together” from various data sources 
(disjointed)

• Site of the incident may not be reported as “farm” or 
“ranch”



The Problem



Solutions to the Problem

Free Posters
• Bury a Tradition

• Quality Time

• 75 lb. Child



Solutions to the Problem

Child Care

Safe Play Areas
• Fenced

• Ground Cover

• Supervision

• Age-appropriate Equipment

• Play Ideas



Solutions to the Problem

• Agricultural Youth Work 
Guidelines
• Multiple Languages
• Modifiable 

• Skin tones
• Equipment Colors

• Multiple Formats
• Topic Specific Booklets

• Farm Equipment
• Animals
• Gardening



Solutions to the Problem
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Solutions to the Problem
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Supervisor Training
• English 
• Spanish

Safety Videos
• Bending
• Lifting 
• Climbing



Federal Child Labor Laws
• Don’t apply to family farm youth

• Hazardous jobs banned for youth under 16
• Non-agricultural jobs are 18

• Some exemptions for certain tasks
• Allow for task performance as young as 14

• Restrictions and guidance for
• Age 
• School hours
• Wages
• More…

• Check for state regulations

What About Regulations?

For more information, visit:
dol.gov/agencies/whd/child-labor/agriculture

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/child-labor/agriculture


Finding Examples and Incidents
AgInjuryNews.org

http://www.aginjurynews.org/


Child Agricultural Safety Brochure & Website

 Website & Brochure (download):
CultivateSafety.org/

 Brochure (order):
nccrahs@marshfieldresearch.org

https://cultivatesafety.org/
mailto:nccrahs@marshfieldresearch.org


Moving forward…

Talked about
Benefits & Challenges
Problems, Causes & Solutions

What about Implementation?
Amy Rademaker will highlight a program that is 

truly “Boots on the Ground” 



The Center for Rural Health & Farm Safety

 Provides prevention education to farmers and their families 
to help prevent injuries and save lives.

 Train EMTs and Firefighters to respond in agricultural 
emergencies.

 Provide information and education to healthcare providers 
related to ag injuries and illnesses. 

Objectives of the Center



Carle Service Area

1. Carle Eureka Hospital
Eureka, IL

2. Carle BroMenn Medical Center
Normal, IL

3. Carle Hoopeston Regional 
Health Center
Hoopeston, IL

4. Carle Foundation Hospital
Urbana, IL

5. Carle Richland Memorial 
Hospital
Olney, IL



Our Programs
 Agricultural Emergency Response Training

 Progressive Ag Safety Days®

 School Assemblies
 Elementary Programs
 HS Programs

 Tractor Safety
 Grain Safety 

 Emergency Action Tubes

 Rural Mental Health Programs

 Other Presentations Upon Request and Evaluation
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Progressive Ag Safety Days®







Behind the Scenes





Sponsors



Program Evaluation
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Program Evaluation

Participant Report
• What are the most important things you learned at 

Safety Day?

• What are you going to do to be safer at home or on 
the farm?

• Which station did you like most? 

• If you could change anything about the Progressive Ag 
Safety Day, what would it be?

Volunteer Report 
• Were you given enough information before the 

Safety Day, so that you could do your job 
effectively?

_____ Yes ______ No
If no, what else did you need? 

• Were the participants and others in the 
vicinity of the Safety Day safe at all times?  
____ Yes ______ No
If no, tell us why. 

• Overall, how effective would you say the 
Progressive Ag Safety Day was in making 
children safer?
_____ Very effective _____ Somewhat 
effective    _____ Not effective _____ 
Don’t know

Teacher/Chaperone Report



 Questions to guardians with students who participated 
2016-2019

 2300 Emails
 140 responses

Program Evaluation



Program Evaluation – Retention 



Social Media – be a safety advocate



Media Guidelines
“DO’s and DO NOTs” 
CultivateSafety.org/Resources

English French Spanish

http://www.cultivatesafety.org/Resources


Summary

There are numerous benefits and delights reaped 
when raising children in rural areas

By making farms, ranches and rural areas safe, 
families can take advantage of the benefits of living 
in these areas – and children can grow up to live a 

long and healthy life



Marsha Salzwedel
salzwedel.marsha@marshfieldresearch.org

Websites: 
CultivateSafety.org
MarshfieldResearch.org/nccrahs

Amy Rademaker
Amy.Rademaker@carle.com

Websites:
Carle.org/farmsafety
ProgressiveAg.org

Contact Us

mailto:salzwedel.marsha@marshfieldresearch.org
http://www.cultivatesafety.org/
http://www.marshfieldresearch.org/nccrahs
mailto:Amy.Rademaker@carle.com
http://www.carle.org/farmsafety
http://www.progressiveag.org/


Questions and Answers
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Please enter your questions in the Q & A pod



Thank you!
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Visit our website:
www.ChildrensSafetyNetwork.org

Please fill out our evaluation: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CG5RS2C

http://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CG5RS2C
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