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Tech Tips

If you experience audio issues, 

dial (866) 835-7973 and mute 

computer speakers

Audio is broadcast through 

computer speakers

This session is 

being recorded
Use the Q & A to ask 

questions at any time

Download resources 

from File Share pod

You are muted
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Do you have some prior experience talking with an adolescent about dating abuse?

A. Yes

B. No

C. Sort of

Please answer the poll
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50% talk about dating abuse

91% talk about drugs
82% talk about alcohol
75% talk about sex



Adolescence spans ages 10-25 years old

10-13 years 14-17 years 17-21 years 18-25 years

Early adolescence Middle adolescence Late adolescence Emerging adult



Teen dating violence  ≠ Adolescent dating abuse



20% of North American youth start dating at 10-12 yrs
(Connolly et al., 2013; DOI: 10.1016/j.adolescence.2013.08.006

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.adolescence.2013.08.006


13-21% of middle school students report ever having 
used physical violence against a dating partner

Foshee VA, Reyes HLM. Dating Abuse: Prevalence, consequences, and predictors. In: Levesque JRR, editor. Encyclopedia of Adolescence. New York: Springer Publishers; 2011. pp. 602–15.

Foshee VA, Reyes HLM, Vivolo-Kantor AM, et al. Bullying as a Longitudinal Predictor of Adolescent Dating Violence. The Journal of adolescent health : official publication of the Society for 
Adolescent Medicine. 2014;55(3):439-444. doi:10.1016/j.jadohealth.2014.03.004

Miller S, Gorman-Smith D, Sullivan T, et al. Parent and peer predictors of physical dating violence perpetration in early adolescence: Tests of moderation and gender differences. J Clin Child 
Adolesc Psychol. 2009;38:538–50. 

Taylor B, Stein N, Burden F. The effects of gender violence/harassment prevention programming in middle schools: A randomized experimental evaluation. Violence Vict. 2010;25:202–2



During the past 12 months, how many 

times did someone you were dating or 

going out with…

…physically hurt you on purpose? 

(Include such things as 

being hit, 

slammed into something, or 

injured with an object or weapon.)

…force you to do sexual things that you 

did not want to do?

(Include such things as kissing,   

touching, or 

being physically forced

to have sexual intercourse.)

….either

physically hurt you OR 

force you to do sexual things that you    

did not want to do?

All

11%

11%

17%

Female >

13%  >

14%  >

21%  >

Male

7%

6%

10%

2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey



Female

Victims

both

30%

physical

41%

sexual

30%
physical

32%

both

27%

sexual

41%

Male



23%

21%

18%
17%

14%

8%

Prevalence of health risk behaviors 

and conditions of U.S. high school youth

Considered suicide

past year
Dating abuse 

past year
ObeseMarijuana

past month

Physical fight

past year
Drove after drinking

past month



Lifetime victimization data—GL

8.8%

13.1%

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

14.0%

Males Females

Based on Halpern’s 2004 data from Add-Health, where gay and lesbian defined as in 
same sex relationships exclusively for the 18 months prior to survey



• Injury
• Death
• Aggression
• Subsequent victimization
• Anxiety
• Depression
• PTSD
• Disordered eating
• Suicidality
• Drug and alcohol use
• Poor school performance



THEORIES OF IPV 

(N=14)

Early psychoanalytic theory

Evolutionary psychology

Frustration-aggression

Social Learning theory

Power theory

Background-situational model

Cognitive-behavior theories

Social exchange theory

Genetic

Neurochemical

Borderline  Personality  Organization 

Developmental model of batterer subtypes

Feminist theory (framework)

Social-ecological (model)



Risk and protective markers

ADA

perpetration

Societal

Institutional

Community

Peer

Family

Individual



Early 
diagnosis 

and 
treatment

Individual
Psychology

Healthy 
families of 

origin

Family 
Victimization

Job opps
and social
coachingCommunity

Opportunities 
for achievement 

and prosocial 
development

Culture of 
respect 

and non-
violence

Society

Environment & 
norms









In a 
relationship

or 
“situation”

One night 
stand

Boyfriend/

girlfriend

Friends with 
benefits

Messing

(hook-up)

Sidepiece

(mistress)

Baby 
Mama/

Baby Daddy

Ex

Talking

Catching 
feelings





Is this presentation making you think about the young people in your life starting to date and 
making you panic?  (I’m sorry).

A. Yes

B. No

C. Not more than before

Please answer the poll
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Why do a randomized controlled trial in a 
hospital setting with perpetrators of 
adolescent dating abuse?

• Prevention programs in schools can be hard to do, don’t always work

• A lot of focus on victimization already

• Brief intervention & motivational interviewing can work



Research advisors:  Start Strong



Introduce

• Rapport

• Engage

Assessment

• Feedback

• Ruler

Change plan

• Pros /cons

• Barriers



• Injure self (or partner)

• Police involvement

• Increase stress

• Decrease relationship quality

• Less fun

Why perpetration is bad for you





Contact information

Emily F. Rothman, ScD

erothman@bu.edu

Twitter:   @EmRothman

mailto:erothman@bu.edu


NICOLE DALEY, MPH 

START STRONG PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Nicole Daley, MPH

Start Strong, Program Director
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Poll

Which age group do you or your organization work directly with?

A. Middle School age

B. High School age

C. Both

D. We don’t currently work with youth but would like to in the future

Please answer the poll
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Start Strong Overview

● Primary Prevention

● Healthy Relationship 
Promotion

● Teen Dating Violence 
Prevention

● Healthy Break Ups

● Media Literacy
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Start Strong Model
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Start Strong’s Impact

● Since July 2010 Start Strong Staff  and Peer Leaders 
have trained

○ 80 peer leaders trained to date

○ 13, 065 Middle School and High School Students

○ 4,743 adults
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Engaging Young People as Peer Leaders 

●6 week summer peer leadership 
training program

●Ongoing year round training

●Concrete opportunities to serve in 
their communities

●Not an annual program

●Youth development model
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Media Literacy
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eLeep and MAPS 
Overview

- Partnership developed 
between Angela  Cooke 
Jackson, Ursula August and 
Boston Public Health 
Commission

-Piloted and developed the 
program over the course of  3 
summers

•-Program  designed to support 
teens in gaining media literacy 
skills to become discerning 
consumers AND generate 
media to spread accurate 
health messaging to their peers
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www.eLEEP.org

-Central principle of  eLEEP
and MAPS is teaching young 
people the skills to generate 
video content for the media 
they use.

•Topics include:

•Health relationships

•Teen dating violence

•Sexual health

•Substance abuse
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http://www.eleep.org/


Media Literacy Tools : True View Tool 
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Media Literacy Tools : Reel Binary Tool 
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Break Up Summit
50



Breakup Summit 
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The Halls Webseries

● 8 episodes (roughly 8-10 minutes)

● Follows the lives of three young men in high school 
as they navigate issues of identity, trauma, and 
fatherhood

● Total run time =90 minutes 

www.thehallsboston.com
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The Halls Webseries

NOT your traditional PSA
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Questions?

For more information contact 

Nicole Daley

ndaley@bphc.org
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mailto:ndaley@bphc.org
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?

Questions

Please enter your questions in the Q & A box

Emily F. Rothman

erothman@bu.edu

Nicole Daley

ndaley@bphc.org

mailto:erothman@bu.edu
mailto:ndaley@bphc.org
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Please take our short evaluation:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2NX7Q67

Next webinar: 

How to Use Injury Cost Data

Wednesday, October 13th, 2016

2:00–3:00 p.m. Eastern Time

Becky Spicer and Dexter Taylor of the Pacific Institute for Research 
and Evaluation

Announcement coming soon

Thank you!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2NX7Q67

