
Insights from a National Epidemic:  
The Medicine Abuse Project 
Presenters: Steve Pasierb and Marcia Lee Taylor 
Moderator: Cindy Rodgers 

Audio is streaming through your computer speakers. 
If you cannot listen via computer, call 866-835-7973. 
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Meeting Orientation 

 If you are having any technical problems joining the webinar please 
contact the Adobe Connect hotline at 1-800-416-7640. 

 
Type any additional questions or comments into the Q&A box to the 

left of the slides. 
 
To hear audio during our video presentation, please turn on your 

computer speakers. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two options to accessing today’s audio – You can listen through your computer speakers or call in to our phone line at 866-835-7973. If you are participating via phone, please mute your computer speakers. Phone lines will be muted during this webinar to eliminate background noise during the presentation. If you have a question or are experiencing technical difficulties, please type them into the Q&A box to the left and we will attempt to assist you. If you are having any problems joining the webinar please contact the Adobe Connect at 1-800-416-7640. The phone number is also posted above the slide deck.During the presentation we will play a couple short videos. To hear the audio for these video clips, please unmute your computer speakers if you are listening via phone.  After the presentation, we will pause for the presenters to answer your questions. You can submit your questions and comments at any time during the presentation in the Q&A box. This meeting will be recorded and archived and sent out to all registrants after the session. We will collect and follow on the questions we can 
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Introductory Polls  
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Presentation Notes
Social media tools, including this infographicAvailable for download as a poster that can be used in doctor’s offices, by school nurses, etc.
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2011 White House Report 

• Called for major effort to educate 
parents, youth, and patients about 
the dangers of abusing prescription 
drugs, as well as prescriber 
education 
 

• Major Challenge:  No dedicated 
funding 
 

• Opportunity: Create a coalition of 
private sector entities with a stake 
in the problem as well as federal 
and non-profit partners who can 
join together to create a large 
scale, multi-target education effort  
 
 



A 5-year awareness, education and action campaign that is: 
• Addressing all categories of medicine abuse (pain medication, 

stimulants, tranquilizers and sedatives, Rx cough, and OTC 
cough) because all are part of the same consumer behavior of 
intentional medicine abuse 

• Enlisting all major organizations with a stake – and an 
important role to play – in preventing medicine abuse to join in 
a concerted effort and national call to action  

• Empowering key sectors to take action and mobilize their 
constituencies 

• Allowing all participants to showcase their work on medicine 
abuse prevention and join with others to deliver two key 
messages:  

• Clean out your medicine cabinets/secure your medication 
• Talk to your kids about Rx abuse 

 

The Medicine Abuse Project 



The Medicine Abuse Project 

• Objective:  Reduce by 500,000 the number of teens 
initiating medicine abuse over the next five years 
– Promote parent-child discussion of the risks of medicine 

abuse 
– Promote safeguarding and proper disposal of medicine at 

home 
– Identify action steps for key stakeholders:  prescribers, 

dispensers, educators, communities 
 

• “Take the Pledge” at www.medicineabuseproject.org  
to do your part 

 

http://www.medicineabuseproject.org/


Strategic Partners 

FEDERAL PARTNERS 
• Office of National Drug Control Policy 
• Drug Enforcement Administration 
• National Institute on Drug Abuse 
• Bureau of Justice Assistance 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
• Food and Drug Administration 
• U.S. Attorneys 
 

NATIONAL & STATE PARTNERS 
• Over 80 national and local grassroots orgs: i.e. Emergency Room 

MDs, National Educators Association, National Association of 
School Nurses, American Academy of Family Physicians, and 
many more 
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• Compelling eleven minute 
video about five real families 
touched by medicine abuse 

• Out of Reach Documentary 
• Planning and Discussion Guide 
• Handouts:   

– Preventing Teen Abuse of Prescription 
Drugs Fact Sheet 

– The Partnership Prescription and 
Over-The-Counter Drug Guide 

– Parents360 Tip Sheet 
– Event Report & Audience Evaluation 

Medicine Abuse Project Action Toolkit 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This has been very well received by a number of our community partners but we also have funders who have staff presenting this in their communities – or are sending it to area schools as a resource.



• Sample press release 
• Sample tweets, facebook posts and email text 
• Videos and PSAs 
• Medicine Abuse Project Action Toolkit 
• Logos 
• Talking points 
• Key statistics, messages and calls to action 
• Infographics 
• Real stories of families affected by medicine abuse 
• Calendar of events  
• Monthly Update emails with timely tweets, facebook posts 

and more 
 

The Medicine Abuse Project: Grassroots Kit 



The Medicine Abuse Project: Local Event 

• Local organizations can hold their own screenings 
of the Out of Reach documentary as a 
conversation starter in their community 

• 20 minute documentary followed by panel 
discussion about teen Rx abuse where you live, 
what is being done to address it and what more 
can be done 

• Event can be open to the press 
• The Partnership can help provide technical 

assistance with potential panelists – school 
nurses, ER doctors, elected officials, etc. 

• Toolkit includes moderator’s guide, handouts, 
audience evaluation forms, model media advisory 
and sample press release 
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• For Teachers:  NEA’s “Rx for Understanding Resource Guide and 
Curriculum”; NIDA’s “Mind Over Matter” teachers guide for grades 5 – 9; 
SAMHSA’s “Not Worth The Risk” guide for health teachers, coaches and 
counselors 

• For School Nurses: NASN’s “Smart Moves, Smart Choices” program re: 
Rx abuse; NASN’s “Home to Homeroom: program re: DXM abuse; NIDA 
teen posters re: Rx abuse 

• For School Administrators to Pass Along to Caregivers:  Partnership’s 
Fact Sheet on Teen Abuse of Rx Drugs, Parent Talk Kit and 3 Steps to 
Safeguard Home; University of Maryland’s “Non-Medical Use of Rx 
Stimulants:  What College Administrators, Parents and Students Need to 
Know” 

• For College Educators: NCPIE’s “Taking Action to Prevent and Address Rx 
Abuse” and “Mind Your Meds: Basic Medication Safety Tips 

• All Bolstered By: Partnership’s Parents Toll-Free Helpline (1-855-DRUG-
FREE) and “Time To Get Help” online resource for parents. 
 

 

Example of In-Depth Resources: Educators 









• Sign the Pledge! 
• Hold an awareness event in your community using our 

Medicine Abuse Project Community Action Toolkit 
• Make sure that your school is using the resources on our 

Educator page include the NEA curriculum, the school 
nurses materials and sending the parent talk kit home to 
moms and dads 

• Use our sample press materials to contact the local media 
or write letters to the editor 

• Use our social media tools to educate your networks about 
the problem of medicine abuse and how they can get 
involved 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Medicine Abuse Project –  
What You Can Do  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2nd DEA take-back – XX more pills collected



Questions? 

27 



childrenssafetynetwork.org 

Our Next Webinar 

Overview of the Opioid Analgesic Epidemic 
Dr. Andrew Kolodny, President of Physicians for 

Responsible Opioid Prescribing 
October 16, 2:00-3:00 PM ET 

 
Click here to register 

http://edc.adobeconnect.com/e4iebcughhs/event/event_info.html
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Thank you! 

Please take a moment to take our survey about 
your webinar experience: 

 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/medicineabuse_090513  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/medicineabuse_090513
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/medicineabuse_090513
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