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Funding Sponsor

The Children's Safety Network is supported by the 
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) under the Child and Adolescent Injury and 
Violence Prevention Resource Centers Cooperative 
Agreement (U49MC28422) for $5,000,000 with 0 
percent financed with non-governmental sources. 
This information or content and conclusions are those 
of the author and should not be construed as the 
official position or policy of, nor should any 
endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS or the 
U.S. Government.



Technical Tips
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Join audio via your 
computer if possible

Use the Q/A button found 
at the bottom of your 
screen to ask questions

You are muted

Click the more (      ) icon, then the 
Captions (        ) icon at the bottom of 
your screen to turn on automatic 
captions

If you experience audio issues, 

Call the invite’s dial-in number 

and mute your speakers

This session is being 

recorded

Resource files and links will be 
shared in the chat
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Purpose of Webinar

1. Importance of Play Areas for Today’s Children 

2. Health Risks and Injuries Remain a Concern

3. Current Events and Projects to Help At the Local Level 

4. Keeping Children S.A.F.E.

• Site Location

• Appropriate Design

• Fall Surfacing

• Equipment Maintenance

5. Resources and Information
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playgroundsafety.org
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Outdoor play for children isn’t 
just fun — it’s a foundation. 

© 2025 NPPAS



• Each year in the US, over 200,000 children 
are injured on playgrounds seriously enough 
to seek emergency room treatment (Hanway 
2016; Tuckel et al. 2017).

• Upper extremity and head and neck injuries 
are a concern. Fractures of an upper limb 
account for approximately half of medically 
treated injuries, while head and neck injuries 
account for one third of all injuries (Adelson 
et al. 2018; Tuckel et al. 2017; Loder 2008).

• Annually 20,000 children visit U.S. 
emergency departments for traumatic brain 
injuries on playgrounds (Cheng et al. 2016).

Are Playground Injuries A Problem?

© 2025 NPPAS

The Problem: Playground-Related                
Injuries Remain Stagnant
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Play Areas for Children are a 
central hub for child play, fun 
for families, and spaces for 
vibrant cities.

© 2025 NPPAS



Play Areas for 
Children are 
being affected
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Where are playgrounds 
and who has access?
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Photo courtesy of the City of Toronto
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© 2025 NPPAS



Consumer Product Safety Commission

1974 1981 1991 1994 1997 2005 2010

Petitioned Two 
Handbooks

Major 
Revisions

Surfacing      
Entrapments

Supervision
Using ASTM 

Fall 
Surfacing

Latest 
Edition

2025

Revisions

© 2025 NPPAS
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What Has Been Prioritized 
Within Playgrounds?

© 2025 NPPAS



S.A.F.E. Injury Prevention Framework 

Site Location



Site Location

© 2025 NPPAS Photo courtesy of BCI Burke



A more holistic view of health and safety 
of play areas for children to promote short 

and long-term health.  

NPPAS Charge: 

Appropriate 
Design

© 2025 NPPAS
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Installation over a hard surface such as asphalt, concrete, or packed 
earth may result in serious injury or death from falls (ASTM & CPSC).

© 2025 NPPAS

Fall Protection

© 2025 NPPAS



Introduction

NPPAS’s SAFE  Surfacing Decision Making Model

© 2025 NPPASplaygroundsafety.org



Maintenance Is More Than Fixing Something

© 2025 NPPAS

Equipment  
& 

Environment 
Maintenance
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playgroundsafety.org/report-card

© 2025 NPPAS



Training & Certifications
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Educational 
Playground
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Roundlake
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jfEJag9SWRo

Timothy Christian
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDSfIhcoRz4

Riverbend Head Start – Edwardsville
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GHfq0U9KUo

© 2025 Spaces for Play

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jfEJag9SWRo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDSfIhcoRz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GHfq0U9KUo


Roundlake
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playgroundsafety.org/thermalcomfort
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playgroundsafety.org/thermalcomfort

© 2025 NPPAS



NPPAS is a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization grounded in research and best 
practices.  We customize services to support at the local, state, and national 
level. 

Interested in partnership, sponsorship, or 
collaboration? Contact us at PlaygroundSafety.org

Get Certified become equipped with the knowledge and skills 
to inspect and provide expertise in your communities  
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Thank you!

playgroundsafety.org
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Questions

Please enter your questions 
in the Q/A section at the 
bottom of your screen



Thank you!

Please fill 
out our brief 
evaluation:

Follow us on social media:

Visit our website:

childrenssafetynetwork.org

Children’s Safety Network

Children’s Safety Network

@ChildrensSafety

Children’s Safety Network
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https://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/
https://linkedin.com/company/childrens-safety-network
https://www.facebook.com/childrenssafetynetwork
https://twitter.com/ChildrensSafety
https://www.youtube.com/@ChildrensSafetyNetwork
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